
Come 
join 
us! 

Worship starts at 11 a.m. ♦  Sunday School 9:45 a.m. (30 minutes later earlier in June-July-August). ♦   
Church office 540 828-2767, email secretary@beavercreekchurchva.org, office hours 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  ♦  http://beavercreekchurchva.org  ♦  Twitter: @beavercreekers  ♦  Facebook: 
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren and Beaver Creek COB Youth 

 

New leaders installed for church year 2018 

 
 
 
 

 
Jeanette Hess serves 
as chair, while Chris 
Dastoli will be chair-
elect. 
 

 

Beaver Creek’s new leaders began serving on January 1, with Jeanette Hess 
succeeding Brad Eckard as Leadership Team chair. Chris Dastoli will serve as chair-
elect, moving up to chair for 2019. 

Facilities: John Hoover, chair; Roger Simmons, Leadership Team representative; 
Marlin Simmons, secretary. 

Finance: Evy Kaye Sandin, Chair; Joe LaPrade, Leadership Team representative; 
Linda Rhodes, secretary 

Ministry: Mike Suter, Chair; Theresa Eckard, Leadership Team representative 

Worship: Reba Kline, chair; Ann Healy, Leadership Team representative; Bill Wood, 
secretary; Deanne Dastoli, choir representative 

Outreach and Missions: Diane Miller, chair; Kenny Wheelbarger, Leadership Team 
representative; Candy Hulvey, secretary 

Christian Education and Discipleship: Amy Hoover, Mitch Moore; additional 
member and leadership assignments pending  

Fellowship: Deb Hoover chair; Candy Hensley, Leadership Team representative, 
Deanne Dastoli, secretary 

Gifts and Calling: John Wright; Phyllis Simmons; Brad Eckard 

National Youth 
Conference 
registration set 
 

 

Beaver Creek will once again be sending those associated with our youth program to 
National Youth Conference on the campus of Colorado State University in Ft. Collins.  
The conference is set for July 21 through 26, 2018. It includes inspiring  praise and 
worship sessions, top-quality speakers, insight sessions and recreation (including a 
trip to the Rocky Mountains). Eligible youth are those who have completed 9th grade 
through 1 year of college (or the age equivalent) . 
 
Thanks to continued fund-raising efforts over the past four years, there is sufficient 
money to pay travel and conference fees for participating leaders and youth.  If you’re 
interested, see Theresa Eckard. Registration opens Thursday January 18th, at 7 p.m. 
Those registering by January 21 will get a free NYC 2018 drawstring backpack. More 
information is available at http://brethren.org/nyc.  

Boxes going to 
Latin America, 
Africa 

Operation Christmas Child boxes packed by Beaver Creek youth on November 4 are 
now headed to locations around the world. We received notice from Samaritan’s 
Purse, sponsor of Operation Christmas Child, that Beaver Creek’s barcoded boxes 
were scanned on the way out to: 
 

• Zimbabwe (Shipped December 2) 

• Madagascar (Shipped December 1) 

• Paraguay (Shipped December 1) 
 
Thanks are due to all who contributed to shipping and contents. The box packing 
session was part of the second annual Beaver Creek Cares weekend of service.  

 

Youth, kids team up 
The kids and youth of the church 
joined forces December 17 to 
present “Bells of Christmas: The 
Best Gift.” This drama is a 
retelling of the folk story, “Pedro 
and the Bells,” about a gift given 
by a poor widow. Thanks are due 
to all who had a hand in this 
holiday presentation. 

Photo by Chris Dastoli 

mailto:secretary@beavercreekchurchva.org
http://beavercreekchurchva.org/
http://brethren.org/nyc


 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren-January Calendar 

 

 
Scheduled church events in January : 

January 2, 6:30 p.m., Women’s Fellowship Sunset 
Group 
January 7, 9:15 a.m., coffee fellowship with 

breakfast food 
January 14, 11 a.m. Bread and Cup communion at 
morning worship 

January 14, Deacon meeting after worship and a 
carry-in lunch 
January 18, 7 p.m., Leadership Team 

January 28 after worship, Women’s Fellowship 
luncheon (freewill offering) 
  

Birthdays in January 
2 Joe LaPrade  
4 Golden Brunk 
14 Ava Lynne Wampler 

23 Michael LaPrade, Emma Eckard 
26 Anna Suter 
28 Cole Wheelbarger 
31 Stuart Wood 
 

 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 
Leadership Team Meeting 

November 16, 2017 

Present: Brad Eckard, Bill Eckard, Reba Kline, Jeanette Hess, Darlene LaPrade, Joe LaPrade, Elaine 
McGann – Interim Pastor, Dana Suter – Church Clerk. Absent: Diane Miller, Ann Healy, Theresa 
Eckard, Deborah Hoover, and Donna Miller – Treasurer. 

Brad Eckard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Elaine led the group in prayer. 

The minutes from last month’s meeting and the Treasurer’s report were accepted. 

Calendar Update: Nov. 25 – pick out a Chrismon Tree, Dec. 3 – First Sunday Offering designated for 
the Salvation Army, Dec. 18 – Christmas Caroling 

Focus Team Reports: 

Facilities: Bill reported that the church windows and doors were painted, a rusty place on the roof was  
power washed and a new exterior light above the front door of the church was installed. 

Finance: Joe reported that the commitment cards will be collected this Sunday. 

Worship: Reba inquired as to who was responsible for hanging the four banners in the sanctuary. The 

Facilities Team will take care of getting the banners hung upstairs. Elaine reported that the selection 
of hymns has included some unfamiliar to many in the congregation but one hymn a month is 
selected as a new hymn to sing. Elaine is also more familiar with the old red hymnal than the blue 
hymnal used at Beaver Creek. 

Pastor’s Report: Elaine stated that after the first of the year, she would like to meet with the new LT 
Chair and Chair-Elect and discuss possible changes to office hours and making some changes to the 
bulletin format. 

New Business: Brad stated the need for deacons. A plea for deacon units will be placed in the bullet in 

and newsletter. The opening on the Christian Education and Discipleship and Gifts & Calling Team 
has been filled. 

The next Leadership Team Meeting will be held on December 21, 2017 at 7:00 pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:42 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dana Suter – Church Clerk 

 

Thanks from 
Pastor Elaine 

Beaver Creek Congregation, you are so kind to me and responsive to the needs 

of our community. I thank you for all the gifts you give me: thank you's, support 
in all kinds of ways, a beautiful stained glass dove and angel, an amazing hand 
painted Christmas ball, candy, and great tasting cookies. You are such a 
welcoming, hospitable congregation. Surely God is pleased with all of you. 

In Christ, Elaine 



 

Leaning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For many of us, it 
never seems quite 
right or OK to 
lean: to lean on 
others, to lean on 
strangers, to take 
the time to lean. 
 

 
 

Here are Pastor Elaine’s reflections for January: 

 

Rose is dressed for cold weather and is standing near the tree in her yard . Rose leans 
against her "Let Things Be" tree. In this cartoon, Rose seeks the best leaning position 
but cannot seem to find one that works for her. She laments saying, "I can't let things 
be no matter where I lean. I guess the trick is to keep moving."  Finally, she climbs up in 
the tree, stands there on a branch and proclaims that sometimes "the most effective 
leaning position" has "to be taken to the next level." 

This cartoon written by Pat Brady and Don Wimmer caused me to pause. I like the idea 
of a "let things be" tree--a place to go to calm down, a spot in which to notice God at 
work, a way to lessen my whirling mind.  

But leaning?  For many of us, it never seems quite right or OK to lean:  to lean on 
others, to lean on strangers, to take the time to lean. Ponder what you think about 
"leaning." 

 Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus,  
 Safe and secure from all alarms, 
 Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus, 
 Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way. . .  
 O how bright the path grows from day to day. . . 
 What have I to dread, what have I to fear? 
 I have blessed peace with Lord so near. . . .  

   "Leaning on the Everlasting Arms," by Elisha A. Hoffman 
 
 Lean on me, when you're not strong 
 And I'll be your friend, I'll help you carry on 
 For it won't be long 'til I’m gonna need somebody to lean on. 
 If there is a load you have to bear that you can't carry 
 I'm right up the road, I'll share your load if you just call me. . . .  

   "Lean on Me" by Bill Withers 
 

 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfil the teachings of Christ. 

   Galatians 6:3 

 

When I need to lean, this is the way I will do my leaning: 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ideas might include prayer, journaling, writing a poem, calling someone, finding your 
own "let things be" tree. Use your thoughts, experiences and ideas to find a way to 
lean. 

 

Banners 
placed 

Four banners originally commissioned as part of Beaver Creek’s 200 th anniversary in 
2006 have been placed in the upper sanctuary. From left, the banners represent (1) 
Beaver Creek’s three church buildings in its history; (2) Love Feast and Easter; (3) 
Baptism, as seen from an observer above; and (4) The dedication theme of “A Little 
Child Shall Lead Them, showing children as in the forefront to accept Jesus.” Each 
banner was done by Reba Kline and Jane Wood.  
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Beaver Creek Church of the 
Brethren is a loving, caring 

and authentic fellowship of 
believers empowered by 
the Holy Spirit and called 
to be God’s church: to 
worship, humbly serve 
others and proclaim Jesus 
Christ. 
 

  

 

What a season! 
From making shut-in 
baskets to involving all 
ages in worship and 
learning, caroling to 
shut-ins and 
recognizing Pastor 
Elaine, the season of 
Advent and Christmas 
was special. 

Photos by Douglas 
Wood   

  

  

Beaver 
Creek bits 

♦  Coffee fellowship time with breakfast is at 9:15 a.m. January 7. ♦  The first 

Sunday offering of January is for Our Community Place, Harrisonburg.  ♦  On 
January 28, the Women’s Fellowship will serve lunch (freewill offering).  ♦  Any 
snow cancellations will be announced on the prayer chain, WSVA and TV3. 



 

 


