
Come 
join 
us! 

Worship starts at 11 a.m. ♦  Sunday School 9:45 a.m. (30 minutes earlier in June-July-August). ♦   
Church office 540 828-2767, email secretary@beavercreekchurchva.org, office hours 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  ♦  http://beavercreekchurchva.org  ♦  Twitter: @beavercreekers  ♦  Facebook: 
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren and Beaver Creek COB Youth 

 

Building centennial set for September 10 Homecoming 

 

All members and friends of Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren, present 
and past, are invited in for this year’s Homecoming, which observes the 

100th anniversary of the current church building. The building was 
dedicated in 1917. 

Our Homecoming will start with Sunday worship at 11 a.m. September 10, 
with featured speaker Elaine McGann. A carry-in lunch will follow. 

Afterward, we will convene for a hymn sing and historical commemoration. 

Invitations are being sent out, but it would be helpful if you could add your 
personal invitation to anyone who might be interested. 

Obedience = 
Hearing and 
Doing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Obedience requires 
the combination of 
these actions: 
hearing and doing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts this month from Pastor Elaine: 

In the book of Deuteronomy, there is another record of the giving of the 
Ten Commandments to Moses for the people of God. Again, the first 
commandment is given:  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” [Deut. 5:6]  This is an 
important description of who God is. God is our Deliverer, our Savior, our 
Freedom-Provider, our Setting-Us-Free person. 

In the following chapter, Deuteronomy 6, the writer explains what the first 
commandment means.  

“Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might. And these words which I command you this day 

shall be upon your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise.” [v.4-7] 

Jesus knows his scriptures well. Jesus repeats this same commandment 
[Luke 10:27]: 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The words, “Hear, O Israel. . .” are very, very important. I believe that 

Jesus thought his listeners would know that this is how the first 
commandment was meant. “Hear” is the Hebrew word, “Shema.” Each 
Israelite who heard this word understood “shema” meant both hearing and 
doing. 

We frequently like to separate the two—hearing but not doing. Or doing 
and not hearing. Obedience requires the combination of these actions: 

hearing and doing. Remember this the next time you think you are obeying 
God. Are you hearing what God has to say? Are you doing what God has 
told you to do? I think we expect this kind of obedience from our children. 
Yet what is our witness to others, including our children? Do we “hear and 

do”?  

And a question to ponder:  what is the point of our trying to keep the other 

commandments if we are unwilling to keep the first commandment? If we 
are unwilling to be obedient to God? 

 

Schedule note: Regular hours resume September 3: 9:45 a.m. Sunday School, 11 a.m. worship 

mailto:secretary@beavercreekchurchva.org
http://beavercreekchurchva.org/


 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren-September Calendar 

 

 
Scheduled church events in September: 
September 3, 9:15 a.m., Coffee fellowship, breakfast 
food 
September 3, Deacon meeting after worship and carry-
in lunch 
September 5, 6:30 p.m., Women’s Fellowship Sunset 
Group 
September 10, Homecoming worship service at 11 a.m., 
followed by carry-in lunch and afternoon program 
September 21, 7 p.m., Leadership Team meeting 
September 30, 4-7:30 p.m., Men’s Fellowship Steak 
Dinner at Mt. Crawford Ruritan Hall 
 
 

 
Birthdays in September: 
1 Louise Shirkey 
2 Cheyenne Cline 
3 Sandy Bennington 
4 Malena Hoover 
5 Joe Wampler 
7 Jesse Hoover, Eli Harlow 
8 John Bennington 
9 Dick Miller 
11 Shirley Miller, Abby Wampler 
13 Liz Rhodes 

 
14 Sean Newman 
17 Ryan Evans, Burkely Wampler 
18 Evy Kaye Sandin 
20 Bill Wood 
21 Alma Long 
25 Hannah Hensley, Nicky Southerly 
26 Tamara Bennington 
27 Ann Simmons 
29 Bob Healy 
30 Janet Stepp 

 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 
Leadership Team Meeting 
July 20, 2017 

 

Present:  Brad Eckard, Theresa Eckard, Joe LaPrade, Darlene LaPrade, Roger Simmons, Ann Healy, Dian e 
Miller, Reba Kline, Deborah Hoover, Jeanette Hess, Elaine McGann – Interim Pastor, Dana Suter – Church 
Clerk.  Absent:  Bill Eckard, Donna Miller – Treasurer. 

Brad Eckard called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Joe LaPrade led the group in devotions and a prayer. 

The minutes from last month’s meeting and the treasurer’s report were approved.  

Calendar Update:  July 29 – Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at the Thomas House Restaurant, July 30 – Annual 
Conference Report during the Sunday School hour, Aug. 6 – First Sunday Offering dedicated to World Hunger, 
Aug. 11, 12 – Church Retreat at Natural Chimneys, Sept. 3 – Teacher Recognition and return to normal hours, 
Oct. 8 – Pulpit Supply during Elaine’s absence. 

Facilities Team:   Roger reported that the Facilities Team had met recently.  The FT discussed the possible 
extra expenditures that will occur at the parsonage after the Bollinger’s move out at the end of this month.  
Roger stated that the church will have to take over payment of the utilities beginning in  

August.  The LT discussed raising Tess’s salary due to extra duties she is taking care of at the parsonage 
during this transition period.   

Worship:  Ann reported a need for children’s story tellers.  The Caregivers Circle is continuing to meet and are 
opening their group up to others in the community that may have an interest.  

Fellowship:  Deb Hoover reported that plans are being made for the All-Church Retreat.  The Fellowship Team 
is looking at having the meal on Saturday night catered. 

Christian Education & Discipleship:  Darlene reported that their team is working on securing Sunday school 
teachers for next year. 

Pastor’s Report:  Elaine gave members a list of the things she has been doing since she started as the interim 
pastor in June.   

The next Leadership Team meeting is August 17 at 7:00 pm. 

There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

Dana Suter – Church Clerk 
 



 

All Church 
Retreat held 
in August 
 
Clockwise from top: 
Our All Church 
Retreat August 11-13 

featured vespers in 
song, quality time at 
the picnic shed, 
tentcraft and just 

hanging out at scenic 
Natural Chimneys 
Campground. 
 

Photos by 
Deb Hoover 

and Douglas Wood 
  

  

CROP meal is 
Oct. 26, CROP 
walk Oct. 29 

Once again this fall, we’ll have the opportunity to fight hunger in the world and 
locally through CROP events. Specifically:  

• October 26 at the Kline Campus Center of Bridgewater College, the 
CROP meal will raise funds, thanks to Bridgewater College students 

who have agreed to surrender their evening meals to the fight against 
world hunger. 

• October 29 we’ll have the CROP walk, with walkers encouraged to 
collect pledges in advance, per distance walked or for the entire event.  

Our area coordinator Robbie Miller reports: “The 2016 BC CROP Meal and 
Bridgewater/Dayton Area CROP Hunger Walk raised $6,292.00 for Church 
World Service’s hunger relief, education, and development programs in 80 
countries around the world, with 25% coming back to fight hunger in our own 

communities through the Bridgewater Inter-Church Food Pantry!” 

Choir resumes 
August 30 
at 7:30 p.m. 

This from choir director Adrienne Whiteside: “Our first rehearsal for the year 

will be Wednesday, August 30. I will be present for the entire rehearsal time 
this year as I have accepted a teaching position at Wilbur Pence, and no 
longer will be obligated to be at the Free Clinic on Wednesday evenings. I look 
forward to a fun and productive year with you leading Beaver Creek in 

worship!” 

New voices are welcome; see Adrienne if you’re interested. 

Conference 
report 

 

Ann Healy delivered the Annual Conference report to the 
adult Sunday School classes on July 30. She reported that 
there are issues dividing the church but that the conference 
had excellent opportunities for learning and worship. The 

2018 Annual Conference is set for July in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Beaver Creek Church of the 
Brethren is a loving, caring 

and authentic fellowship of 
believers empowered by 
the Holy Spirit and called 
to be God’s church: to 
worship, humbly serve 
others and proclaim Jesus 
Christ. 
 

  

 

Open Doors 
volunteers 
sought 

The pastor of Montezuma Church of the Brethren, David Miller, has asked 
whether Beaver Creek will be available to help with the Open Doors homeless 
ministry on Nov. 13 and 14. If you are able to help, please let Deb Hoover 

know. Some of our helpers from previous years are unavailable this year, and 
the most difficult problem occurs during the overnight hours when we must 
have people staying over. So – if you can help, tell Deb!  

Backpack 
Program starts 
new year 

The 2016-2017 Backpack program was a wonderful success!  Many 

volunteers worked to ensure that twenty-plus students at Ottobine Elementary 
had enough food to eat each weekend. The number of students doubled from 
the year before, but we still always had enough to fill the backpacks each 
week! 

As we move into another school year and the backpack ministry continues, I 
would like to thank all the volunteers for their help with shopping, packing, 
donations, and managing the monetary account  last year. Through this 
ministry we saw God’s work being fulfilled . . . Galatians 6:2 says  “Help carry 

one another’s burdens, and in this way you will obey the law of Christ.” 

This year, Beaver Creek will be joined by three other surrounding churches to 
help provide food for those students in need. We are again asking for 
volunteer shoppers and packers. If you feel so led to help, please see the sign 

up sheet in the Narthex. 

       Thank you! 
       Misti Wheelbarger 

Joint Love 
Feast Oct. 1 

We will have a joint Love Feast with our sister congregations, Montezuma and 

Mt. Bethel, at 7 p.m. on October 1. This is World Communion Sunday, when 
we join with believers around the world. Our observance will include a full Love 
Feast plus bread and cup. The Deacons will meet after worship and a carry-in 
lunch on September 3 to plan for the joint Love Feast. Note: Child care will be 

provided; rides to and from are available; and observers are welcome. Just 
contact Bill Miller or any deacon. 

Beaver 
Creek bits 

♦  Coffee fellowship time with breakfast foods is set for 9:15 a.m. (before 
Sunday School) September 4.  ♦  September’s First Sunday offering goes to 
Bridgewater and Stokesville area food pantries. ♦  Sunday School teachers 
are still needed for the Cradle Room and Pre K – Kindergarten classes. See 

Darlene LaPrade if you can help.  ♦  In August the church Leadership Team 
accepted a major gift from the estate of Frances and Lewis Cook. The 
disposition of the money will be subject to a vote of the Congregational 
Business Meeting. Materials will be distributed in advance. 

 


