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August 4, 1916
● Brother A.S. Thomas stated that it is thought by many that the Beaver Creek 

church house needs repairing in the way of roof, stoves, etc. Decided  to 
appoint a comm. of  five whose duties it shall be to estimate cost and submit 
plans for both repairing and remodeling the old building or building a new one. 
Com. to report at Nov council

Comm. S.E. Garver (chairman), J.M. Hilbert, J.B. Coffman, M.H. Evers, and M.L. 
Miller



November 10, 1916 - Beaver Creek Quarterly 
Council
● The Beaver Creek church house comm handed in two reports. Bro J.B. 

Coffman reported plans for repairing and improving the old house. Plans 
submitted were as follows. Put S.S rooms in each end of the house, put in 
additional windows as necessary, take away the kitchen, raise house about 
two feet, put on new siding, plaster and put in new benches. Also put 
basement under about two thirds of the house with cistern same. Approximate 
cost $2,244



November 10, 1916 - Beaver Creek Quarterly 
Council
● Bro M.L. Miller reported size and plans for a new house. Said house to be 

built on the rise near the cemetery. Site of main room 40x50 feet with wings 
on sides 12x24 feet with an additional room at the rear of the house. House to 
contain forward S.S. rooms. Also basement under main room. Estimated cost 
$2,418.

● After discussing the various points of the two houses….of the building said 
house near SPring Creek, it was decided to defer the question until next 
council meeting



February 9, 1917 - Council Meeting

● After discussing at some length 
the question of repairing and 
improving the plan of this house 
or building a new house here or 
near Spring Creek, it was 
decided to take down this house 
and build a new one on the 
grounds

Garber’s Meeting House of the Cooks Creek 
Congregation.( Picture 1914)



Bridgewater Church of the Brethren - 1878



March 30, 1917 - Beaver Creek Visit Council

● The seven Brethren who were appointed to submit size and plans for 
the church house were appointed as a building comm. (S.E Garber, 
M.L. Miller, J.M. Hilbert, M.H. Evers, D.G. Glick, C.P Cline, M.B. 
Miller, and A.S. Thomas as advisory member - appointed February 
20, 1917)

● It was decided to begin building when we have $3,000 subscribed for 
said purpose

● It was decided to have an “Old Folks Singing” as a last service in this 
house before taking it down.



May 11, 1917 - Beaver Creek Quarterly Council

● The church house building comm for this place reported $2,552 now 
subscribed for new house. However before the close of the meeting 
the $3,000 were pledged as first agreed upon for a starting basis and 
the comm was instructed to begin work



“Old Folks Singing” - June 2, 1917 



August 18, 1917 - Beaver Creek Quarterly Council
● The building comm asked for more funds. They were instructed to solicit the 

congregation again for more money and also to borrow money if thought 
best

● Decided to heat the church with a furnace. The kind to be used decided by 
the building comm

● The building comm was granted the privilege to use colored glass in 
windows if they best

● Decided to light the new church by means of lamps
● As to the best way of paying for the shovels etc used in building the church 

was left with the building comm
● It was decided to hold a collection at the time of the dedicating of the church 





November 17, 1917 - Beaver Creek Quarterly 
Council, held at Montezuma

● It was decided to inclose both the 
church and cemetery at Beaver 
Creek with one inclosure 

● It was decided to dedicate the 
new church December 9th

● Sister Nannie Miller reported for 
the Sisters Aid Society that they 
had given $50.00 out of their 
funds and had received $42.80 
by solicitation to buy carpet for 
the Beaver Creek church



From the Gospel Messenger - December 1, 1917
We met in council Nov 17 at the 
Montezuma Church. Eld M.B. 
Miller had charge of the meeting. 
A good deal of business came 
before the meeting. The new 
church at Beaver Creek is nearing 
completion. Dec 9  is set for the 
dedication. A series of meetings 
will follow, conducted by Eld. 
Caleb Long of Boonsboro, MD. 
Our love feast will be held Dec. 15 
at 3 P.M.

-Nannie J. Miller



Dedication - December 9, 1917

● Elder H.C. Early delivered the sermon for the day. A well-known 
Brethren minister of his time, he was often asked to take part in 
dedications and funerals. 

● He did not consider it necessary to prepare new sermons in either 
situation, he would only slightly alter the emphasis, application or 
illustrations. 

● He used Revelation 14:13 for funerals and the dedication of King 
Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem for dedications

● At the dedication of the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, his sermon 
was written down by Aubrey R. Coffman and printed in the Bridgewater 
College Bulletin in February 1915



Excerpt from Dedication Sermon (possibly)
● “So, in the Christian church, my friends, it is the house of prayer. It is 

the place for prayer and all that belongs to it. Here is this place of 
worship, you will find your way again and again, when your hearts are 
heavy and crying for the living God. When the clouds are dark and 
hang low, when sorrows are many and crushing, you will find relief in 
this altar as you open your hearts and plead with him whose heart is 
touched with every feeling of your infirmity and mine.”

● “My point is, friends, that as the temple was built on a solid foundation 
that cannot be moved, and she shall continue to live, being built on a 
sure foundation and fitly framed and joined together for a habitation of 
God through the Spirit, His dwelling place in the world”



December 10, 1917 - Beaver Creek Called Council

● It was decided not to inclose the church with fence at this time
● The building comm reported that two sisters have agreed to 

loan the church $400.00 without interest until called for. The 
proposition was gratefully accepted by the church

● M.L. Miller was instructed to make a press for the basement 
suitable for holding dishes etc necessary at this place



From the Gospel Messenger - January 5, 1918
December 9 will long be remembered by those interested in the history of the Beaver Creek 
Church. With the ground covered in snow and the thermometer hovering around zero, we met 
to dedicate the new church. Notwithstanding the cold weather, the church was nearly filled. 
Eld. P.S. Thomas conducted the opening exercises and Elder H. C. Early followed with a 
forceful sermon. Elders H.G. Miller and Caleb Long took part in the service. Each one had 
spent his early life in the Beaver Creek Congregation. Eld. A.A. Miller, and wife of Bolar, VA 
were present, having traveled sixty-five miles across the mountains. This was also their home 
church. About 49 years ago, on a December day, the first service was held in the church that 
has recently been taken down. Bro. Long remained with us and preached each evening 
during the week. Saturday Dec 15 we held our new love feast in the new church. At the close 
of the service the names of all present were taken, to be placed on the church record. Dec 16 
was a glad day for the Sunday-school when we were permitted to enjoy the first meeting in 
the new class-rooms

-Nannie J. Miller



Gospel Messenger - January 5, 1918 



February 8, 1918 - Beaver Creek Quarterly Council

● That two sisters have offered the “Building Comm” $450.00 to be used 
without interest until called for instead of the $400 as given at the last 
meeting

● Bo Martin Evers, treasurer of the building comm in making a brief 
report of the finances of the work stated that he has $6421.83. The 
approximate cost is placed at about $7027. As all of the money is not 
yet provided for the church order the solicitors to ...the congregation 
for more funds and take pledges if necessary, payable in one and two 
years respectfully 



May 11, 1918 - Beaver Creek Quarterly Council
● Decided  to open our S.S. 

at 11 0’clock and 
preaching service at 12 
o’clock Government time

● It was decided to paint the 
main floors of this house. 
Also to cover the steps 
leading to the basement 
from outside. The cost of 
both to be paid out of the 
church treasury

History of Sunday School - Church of the Brethren

● Annual meeting of 1789, appeal was made in 
instructing the children in the Word of God

● Annual meeting of 1838, voted against Sunday 
School

● Approved Sunday School at the Annual Meeting of 
1862, and became more and more common

● General Sunday School Board organized at the 
1911 Annual Conference

●



November 14, 1919 - Beaver Creek Quarterly 
Council

● Sisters Nannie Miller, Sue 
Miller and Delphia Glick 
were made a comm to 
shade the glass door 
leading to the cemetery so 
as not to admit direct rays 
of the sun



May 14, 1920 - Beaver Creek Quarterly Council
● The building comm states that we owe $2350 on the church house with some 

money in the “bank” some pledges not collected and the ….for more funds not 
completed. The comm was instructed to collect all claims due, apply all 
money in hand to said debt and give an interest bearing note for the 
remainder

● Last amount owed was documented August 1, 1925 as $135.00
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