Vacation Bible School set for July 17-20 with Montezuma
Participants and
leaders welcome!

This is a Monday
through Thursday
schedule, with no
Sunday evening session.

Change:
changing
and changer

After hosting a joint Vacation Bible School with Montezuma Church of the Brethren
in 2016, this year we’re the guests! Here’s the story from montezumacob.org:

This year’s Bible School theme will be, “Maker Fun Factory: Created by God- Built
for a Purpose!” During VBS, children will have an opportunity to become hands-on
inventors who discover that they are lovingly crafted by God.
VBS will be held at Montezuma Church of the Brethren in partnership with Beaver
Creek Church of the Brethren during the week of July 17th. Dinner will be served
each evening from 5:00-5:30 pm. Following dinner, students will attend Sound
Wave Sing & Play as well as a variety of stations including Bible Discovery,
KidVid Cinema, Game Makers, Snack Factory, and Imagination Station. The
evening will conclude at 8:15 pm.
VBS is for children who will be 4 years old by September 30th through rising 5th
graders. A week of service, bible study, and fellowship will also be planned for the
Jr. High Youth.
If you would like to volunteer to help with Bible School or have further questions,
please feel free to contact Abby Wampler.
Editor’s note: Below is the first in a series of regular newsletter contributions
from Pastor Elaine:
A friend of mine wrote in her monthly newsletter: "Change happens.
Sometimes it is change we hope for and plan. Sometimes it just happens
around us and pulls us along in the process. It is how we live with the
change that matters."

Indeed change comes to every one of us--if we are still breathing and
kicking our way through this life. Even when we are angry about the
What if we learned more changes that are occurring all around us, we need to think through our
anger. We need to consider what would happen if there were no changes
about how Jesus lived
taking place.
and adapted to the
world in which he lived Think about this. No children would grow up. No crops would grow. None of
and the changes he faced us would ever get a chance at learning lessons in life. We would have little
daily?
shared wisdom in our world. On and on we could list the things that we
would miss if we refused or disallowed change to take place in our lives.
Perhaps our thoughts and emotions could be better placed if we considered
how things are changing and how we might become the changers. What if
we took on the role of becoming more graceful and more merciful as change
occurs in our world? What if we learned more about how Jesus lived and
adapted to the world in which he lived and the changes he faced daily?
As Rachel says, "Change happens." So what would Jesus have us do?
Pastor Elaine’s suggested exercise:
Make a list of challenges you face in your own life. Then write next to those
changes, how you act or react to those changes. See the example below:
Change

Come
join
us!

How I act or react

Worship starts at 10:30 a.m. ♦ Sunday School 9:15 a.m. (30 minutes later beginning in September). ♦
Church office 540 828-2767, email secretary@beavercreekchurchva.org, office hours 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ♦ http://beavercreekchurchva.org ♦ Twitter: @beavercreekers ♦ Facebook:
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren and Beaver Creek COB Youth

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren-July Calendar

Scheduled church events in July:
July 2, 8:45 a.m., Coffee fellowship, breakfast food
July 2, Bread and cup communion at morning worship
July 17, 5 p.m. Opening Day Vacation Bible School at
Montezuma Church of the Brethren (joint with
Montezuma, continues nightly through July 20)
July 20, 7 p.m., Leadership Team meeting
July 23, Outdoor worship at the pavilion, followed by
carry-in picnic

Birthdays in July:
1 Sherrill Wright
2 Becca Shiflet, Krystal Mays
8 Bill Miller, Chris Grove
9 Lori Grove
10 Gail Miller
12 Andrew Bollinger

18
20
22
25
27
29

Kenny Rhodes
John Wright
Waylon Wilkins
Sylvia Brunk
Bonnie Sue Eckard
Connor Hensley, Michael Over

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren
Leadership Team Meeting
May 28, 2017

Present: Brad Eckard, Joe LaPrade, Darlene LaPrade, Diane Miller, Bill Eckard, Theresa Eckard, Ann
Healy, Reba Kline, Deborah Hoover. Absent: Jeanette Hess, Dana Suter-Church Clerk, Donna MillerTreasurer.
Brad Eckard called the meeting to order at 1:12 PM.
Theresa Eckard led the group in devotions and a prayer.
The minutes from last month’s meeting were approved.
Calendar update: Steak dinner is moved to September 30, 2017, First Sunday Offering June 4- AVA
Care, Elaine McGann’s first sermon will be on June 4, August 11-12 Natural Chimney’s All Church
Retreat.
The Treasurer’s report was accepted.
Focus Team Reports:
Finance- Joe presented the options available for the money market cd’s that are coming due in June
and July. The Leadership team had a motion made by Diane Miller to move the cd coming due in
June to a Vanguard Mutual Fund. Motion was seconded by Deb Hoover and was passed.
Facilities- Bill Eckard reported that they will be taking the church signs down this week and working
on the pole to prepare them for the arrival of the new signs.
Outreach- Diane is asking for ideas on places we can do outreach for non-profit organizations during
the Beaver Creek Cares weekend the first weekend of November.
Worship- Ann reported that they are looking into sound system mics to help with the live stream
sound to enhance a fuller choir sound. Will update leadership as they get more information.
Fellowship- Deb reported that she will be calling tomorrow to reserve the campground for August
tomorrow. She will be reserving camper and tent sites.
New Business: Leadership approved a new directory format.
The next leadership meeting is set for June 22 at 7:00 PM. The LT voted to move the monthly LT
meeting back to the third Thursday of each month.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:18

Father’s Day
highlights at
Beaver Creek

On Father’s Day, Ann told
the children’s story and
the altar arrangement
featured an assortment of
tools and poppy flowers.
Photos by Douglas and
Bill Wood

Our search
and our goals

Beaver Creek Church is currently in the process of searching for a new pastor.
As part of the process, the Search Committee is required to describe the
church’s mission, goals and other key information. We did a survey and
received 42 responses; taking those responses together with our reflections
and your separate communications with committee members. We came up
with the following points, to be communicated to all pastoral candidates:
1. Our goals as a congregation for the next five years are:
•

Make the long-term spiritual health of the church a priority.

•

Revitalize the youth program.

•

Increase attendance and membership.

•

Increase outreach and service to our community.

2. The congregation’s most important qualities being sought in a new
pastor are:
•

Strong personal faith, grounded in the basics of Christian theology.

•

Ability to serve individuals from all age groups.

•

A specific call to serve Beaver Creek Church.

•

Possessing the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

3. Our top priorities in programming for the coming years are:
•

Innovation in worship content to engage the congregation.

•

Bible study in small groups and in larger venues.

•

Strengthening of Sunday School programs

•

Renewing fellowship opportunities.

•

Increasing our community outreach

•

Visitation in general and specifically of shut-ins

4. Findings from the numerical part of the survey included:
•

We consider ourselves highly involved in the community.

•

We prefer informal preaching, as opposed to more formal styles.

•

We are willing to change around the order of worship to increase
effectiveness.

Our opening has now been posted and the committee will begin screening
applicants as they are presented to us.
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Beaver Creek Church of the
Brethren is a loving, caring
and authentic fellowship of
believers empowered by
the Holy Spirit and called
to be God’s church: to
worship, humbly serve
others and proclaim Jesus
Christ.

This way 
to Beaver
Creek Church

The Facilities Team recently
completed replacement of the
directional signs showing the way
to our church from Bridgewater
and Dayton. The colors and
design were voted on from
prototypes prepared this spring.
Special thanks are due to the
team, and to the Men’s
Fellowship for financial support
Photo by Crystal Smith

Father-Son
event: food,
inspiration

On the day before Father’s Day, the ladies of the church served the men and
boys a delicious father-son banquet. The after-dinner speaker was Berlin Zirk,
who shared his inspiring story of surviving a near-fatal tractor accident.
Photos by Douglas and Bill Wood

Beaver
Creek bits

♦ Coffee fellowship time with breakfast foods is set for 9:15 a.m. (before
Sunday School) July 2. ♦ July’s First Sunday offering goes to the Gideons
International to support their work in evangelizing and making scriptures
available throughout the world. ♦ If you know of a local charity or nonprofit
that could use help with a service project this November 3-4, let Diane Miller
know! “Beaver Creek Cares” weekend can help. ♦ After a four-month trial of
having Leadership meetings in a Sunday after-lunch format, the Leadership
Team has moved its regular gathering time back to 7 p.m. on Third Thursdays.
♦ The Men’s Fellowship steak dinner is now scheduled for September 30.

