
Come 
join 
us! 

Worship starts at 11 a.m. ♦  Sunday School 9:45 a.m. (30 minutes earlier beginning in June). ♦   
Church office 540 828-2767, email secretary@beavercreekchurchva.org, office hours 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  ♦  http://beavercreekchurchva.org  ♦  Twitter: @beavercreekers  ♦  Facebook: 
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren and Beaver Creek COB Youth 

 

 

December 
2016 

Prepare the Way of the Lord!  Advent at Beaver Creek 
 

On November 27, we enter into a special season of preparation for the advent of the Christ child. Our focus is on 
Jesus Christ and how his birth points to his redeeming work on the cross. We will celebrate in song and prayer, 
with scripture reading and special events. On the front and back of this page we have a listing of what will be 
going on. (Special invitation: If you have visitors for the holidays, bring them along too!) 

 

Nov. 26: 
Chrismon tree 
expedition 
 

The annual Chrismon Tree expedition starts 
with breakfast at Bob-a-Rea’s, 305 N. Main St., 
Bridgewater at 8 a.m. on Saturday, November 
26. Or, leave with us from Bob-a-Rea’s parking 
lot at 8:30 a.m. for the trip to the Ostlund tree 
farm to pick out this year’s tree. The Chrismon 
tree has ornaments of gold, silver and white, all 
representing some aspect of the life and 
ministry of Jesus. 

The Chrismon Tree includes a nativity scene 
low enough to be seen by the children of the 
congregation. 

 

Nov. 27: 
Hope! 

In morning worship at 11 a.m. November 29, we will light the candle of hope on the 
Advent wreath, starting the season as we reflect on the years that the world waited in 
hope and expectation for the promised one, the Messiah, who would reconcile us to 
God. 

Advent 
Music Minutes 

Every Sunday November 27 through 
December 18, we will have Advent 
Music Minutes at 9:45 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. All kids through 5th 
grade are invited to come and sing 
songs of the season. (Adults are 
welcome, too!)  

 

Nov. 27: 
Hanging 
of the Greens 

On Sunday, Nov. 27 at 5 p.m., we will gather to decorate the church for Advent. The 
annual Hanging of the Greens begins with a light meal (bring finger food to share) and 
continues with decorating tasks allocated out among those present. There will be 
decorating assignments for all. When the church is decorated, we will sing some 
songs of the season and have a brief program before having an ornament exchange 
in the Fellowship Hall. You may also bring items for fruit baskets for shut-ins, 
nonperishable food to donate, and child-size mittens, gloves or hats for the Mitten 
Tree (for children served by area charities). You may also bring a Christmas card for 
the church bulletin board and a donation representing the amount you might have 
spent sending Christmas cards to Beaver Creek members and friends. 

Dec. 3: 
Auction 

On Saturday, December 3, at 7 p.m. the Women’s Fellowship presents its annual 
benefit Christmas Auction. Food will be available from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Come out for a 
selection of handicrafts, homemade foods, comforts and other unique items! All 
proceeds benefit the service and outreach projects of the Women’s Fellowship year-
round.  

Dec. 4:  
Peace! 

Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace who came to the world to bring 
reconciliation. In morning worship at 11 a.m. December 4, we light 
the candle of peace on the Advent wreath. The adult choir will be 
singing. 

 

Dec. 11: 
Joy! 

On December 11 we focus on the joy of Christ’s coming. In morning 
worship at 11 a.m. we light the joy candle. The focus is on the joy we 
have in Christ. 
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Dec.18: 
Love! 

In morning worship at 11 a.m. December 18, we light the candle of love and 
contemplate the mystery of God’s love in Christ. The Adult Choir will present the 
cantata “A Noel Celebration” by Lloyd Larson. Readers are still needed; see Adrienne 
or Ann if you are willing to be a reader. 

Dec. 19: 
Caroling 

 

The adult choir invites everyone to go caroling 
starting at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 19. 
Bring a dessert to share; choir members will be 
bringing soup and sandwiches. The plan is to meet 
at Bob-a-Rea’s, 305 N. Main St., Bridgewater, and 
then carol at the Bridgewater Home and White 
Birch Estates before returning to Bob-a-Rea’s for 
dinner. After sharing the meal, we’ll carol in the 
Bridgewater and Spring Creek areas. 

Dec. 24: 
Candlelight 
Service  

At 11 p.m. on Christmas Eve we will have a 
special worship service, to include an open 
communion and candle-lighting. We will sing the 
songs of the season and have a special service. 
Then, in closing we will light the Christ candle on 
the Advent Wreath and use its flame to light 
individually held candles, passing the flame until 
the entire sanctuary glows with the symbolized 
light of Christ. 

 

Dec. 25: 
God with us 

 

One of the many titles of Jesus is 
Emmanuel, meaning “God with us.” In 
morning worship at 11 a.m. on 
December 25, we rejoice that Christmas 
has fully arrived and we are reminded 
that God did not leave us alone, but sent 
his son that we might have life. Any time 
after Christmas, all four Advent candles 
– for hope, peace, joy and love – are lit, 
followed by the Christ candle. (Sunday 
School classes have the option to meet 
on December 25 if they wish.) 

Jan. 1: 
Bread 
and cup 

What better way to start the New Year than in worship? As we start the New Year, bread 
and cup communion will be presented by the Deacons near the end of the 11 a.m. 
worship. This communion serves as a reminder of what the Christmas season is all about 
– not presents and decorations, but new life in Jesus Christ. 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren-December Calendar 

 

Scheduled church events in December: 
December 3, 7 p.m., Women’s Fellowship Auction (Food 
available starting at 5:30 p.m.) 
December 6, 7 p.m. Women’s Fellowship Sunset Group 
December 15, 7 p.m., Leadership Team 
December 19, Christmas Caroling starting at 5:30 p.m. 
at Bob-a-Rea’s 
December 24, 11 p.m., Candlelight Christmas Eve service 
December 25, 11 a.m., Christmas Day worship 

Birthdays in December: 
1 Ashley Roby (Plaugher) 
3 Stanley Suter, Lisa Eye 
8 Beth Rhodes 
13 Candy Hensley 
16 Carolyn Wine 
18 Nora Whiteside 

 
22 Cole Wisman 
24 Ryan Mays 
25 Zack Wampler 
26 Brittany Southerly 
27 Zena Debyan 
29 Dennis Miller, Ceci Dastoli, Brad Eckard 
30 Frances Cook 



 

 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 
Leadership Team Meeting 
October 20, 2016 
 
Present: Bill Wood, Ann Healy, Diane Miller, Brad Eckard, Theresa Eckard, Charles Wright, Darlene 
LaPrade, Joe LaPrade. Ex-officio: Glenn Bollinger – Pastor, Dana Suter – Church Clerk. Absent: Bill 
Eckard, Deanne Dastoli, and Donna Miller – Treasurer. 

Bill Wood called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Ann Healy led the group in devotions and a prayer. 

Calendar Roundtable: Oct. 29 – Men’s Fellowship Chicken Barbecue, Nov. First Sunday Offering – 
Operation Christmas Child, Nov. 4 & 5 – District Conference, Nov. 11 – 13 – Beaver Creek Cares 
Weekend, Nov. 20 – Henry Elsea – Pulpit Supply, Nov. 26 – Get the church Chrismon Tree, Nov. 27 
– Robert Alley – Pulpit Supply, Nov. 27 – Hanging of the Greens, Nov. 28 – 29 – Open Doors (Beaver 
Creek responsible for these two evenings). 

Pastor’s Report: Glenn and Debbie will be traveling to Arkansas the week after the Beaver Creek 
Cares weekend and return on November 27. Glenn reported that the Backpack Program has doubled 
in size to 24 children resulting in a need to get other churches to help support the program. 

Old Business: Bill Wood distributed a letter for the LT members from himself and Mike Suter. The 
letter stated that Bill and Mike had completed a review of the non-transaction accounts of the church. 
Their review combined with the review of the church’s Wells Fargo checking account by John Wright 
and Linda Rhodes completes the church polity’s requirement of an annual audit for 2015. Ann made 
a motion to accept the letter as presented for record purposes and Diane seconded the motion. Diane 
Miller reported that final preparations are under way for the Beaver Creek Cares weekend. The 
service projects will include the Sadie Rose Foundation, White Birch Estates, local police and 
fire/rescue personnel, and Operation Christmas Child. 

Congregational Business Meeting Agenda Follow-up: 

Bill Wood will present the update on the church’s financial procedures. 

The ballot presented to the congregation will not be a full ballot. Robert Alley, Moderator, is aware 
and may call for an affirmation of the slate of nominees. 

Church insurance policy recommendations – The congregation will see slides showing different 
options available alongside the different deductible amounts. 

Budget – Amendments to the proposed budget will include an increase in Glenn’s health insurance 
and a $300 increase to the Facilities Team. 

New Business: Charles reported that Donna Miller, Treasurer, had contacted him about a pending 
shortfall of about $100 in the Backpack Program. At this time, however, the funds have been depleted 
in that account and Donna was seeking direction from the LT. Bill Wood will send an e-mail request to 
the members of the Pathfinders Class to inquire if they would be willing to provide $200 from their 
Outreach Fund to cover the cash flow problem while we seek longer term funding for the program. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm. 

The next Leadership Team meeting will be November 17, 2016 at 7:00 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dana Suter, Church Clerk 

Men’s Fellowship 
looks to 2017; 
meets Dec. 31 

The Men’s Fellowship of Beaver Creek Church will meet at 7:15 a.m. 
Saturday, December 31 at Thomas House Restaurant for breakfast and a 
planning meeting. Events to be planned for 2017 include: 
 

 Chicken barbecues in April and October to raise funds for service 
and outreach projects. 

 Mother-Daughter banquet in May to honor the women of the church. 

 Steak Dinner in June to raise funds for the church and provide 
fellowship opportunities. 

 
All guys are welcome, whether members of the church or not; no invitation 
or advance notice will be needed!  
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Beaver Creek Church of the 
Brethren is a loving, caring 
and authentic fellowship of 
believers empowered by 
the Holy Spirit and called 
to be God’s church: to 
worship, humbly serve 
others and proclaim Jesus 
Christ. 
 

  

 

Advent music 
minutes! 

Advent Music Minutes for all kids are at the beginning of the Sunday School 
hour (9:45 a.m.) each Sunday Nov. 27 through Dec. 18 in the Fellowship Hall. 
The kids will practice songs of the season for five or ten minutes and then 
head straight to Sunday School. Kids of any age are welcome! 

Highlights 
from “Beaver 
Creek Cares” 
 

Clockwise from top 
left,flashlights light 
up the words for 
campfire singing on 
Friday night; Chris as 
candy master weighs 
out portions for 
Operation Christmas 
Child boxes; Beaver 
Creekers lead bingo 
at White Birch 
Estates; Bridgewater 
Police receive 
cookies; and those 
who helped at Sadie 
Rose House stop for 
a photo. 
 
 

Photos by Douglas 
Wood, Bill Wood, 

Theresa Eckard and 
Faye Wampler  

  

 
 

 

Beaver 
Creek bits 

♦  Don’t forget coffee fellowship time with breakfast foods, set for 9:15 a.m. 
(before Sunday School) December 3.  ♦  The first Sunday offering of 
December goes to the Salvation Army.  ♦  The “un-hanging of the greens” will 
take place January 1 right after the morning worship service, as we take down 
the decorations of the season and put them away for next year.  ♦  Beaver 
Creek is helping with the “Open Doors” homeless outreach at Montezuma 
Church of the Brethren Nov. 28 and 29. Help is needed both nights to serve 
the meals and hang out with the residents.  ♦  

 


